WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 LA web cam system, comprising: 

2 a digital camera for capturing an image of a scene, 

3 wherein said digital camera is configured to generate image data, 

4 wherein said digital camera is configured to be connected with a 

5 computer, and 

6 wherein said digital camera is configured to provide said image data to 

7 said computer; 

8 a computer program product comprising: 

: 9 a computer useable medium having computer readable code embodied 

□0 therein for causing the interfacing of said digital camera with said 

jjf 1 computer, said computer program product comprising: 

f \2 an image capturing computer readable program code portion 

yl3 configured to cause said computer to effect the capturing of 

I 14 said image, wherein said image comprises still and video 

Hi 5 images; 

pj.6 an internet interfacing computer readable program code portion 

Si 7 configured to cause said computer to effect the transmittal of 

8 y l 8 said image data, for incorporation of said image data into a web 

19 cam page, to a web site hosting said web cam page; and 

20 an interlude switch configured to be connected with said digital camera, 

21 wherein said interlude switch is configured to be toggled between a 

22 view mode and an interlude mode, 

1 2. The web cam system of claim 1 wherein said interlude switch when 

2 toggled to said view mode: 

3 causes said image capturing computer readable program code portion to drive 

4 said digital camera to capture images of a scene; and 

5 causes said internet interfacing computer readable program code portion to 

6 effect the transmittal of said image data, for incorporation of said image data into said web 

7 cam page, to a web site hosting said web cam page. 
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1 3. The web cam system of claim 1 wherein said interlude switch when 

2 toggled to said interlude mode: 

3 causes said image capturing computer readable program code portion to stop 

4 said digital camera from capturing images of a scene; 

5 causes said internet interfacing computer readable program code portion to 

6 effect the replacement of said image data with preselected images; and 

7 causes said internet interfacing computer readable program code portion to 

8 effect the transmittal of said preselected images, for incorporation of said preselected images 

9 into said web cam page, to a web site hosting said web cam page, as if said preselected 
1 0 images were captured by said digital camera. 

tf i 4. The web cam system of claim 1 wherein said interlude switch when 

tp 2 toggled to said interlude mode: 

y j 3 causes said image capturing computer readable program code portion to stop 

S 4 said digital camera from capturing images of a scene; and 

» 5 causes said internet interfacing computer readable program code portion to 

yi 6 drive said web site to effect the replacement of said image data with preselected images, as if 

Jil 7 said preselected images were captured by said digital camera. 

fij i 5. The web cam system of claim 1 wherein said interlude switch is a 

2 manual switch configured to toggle between said view mode and said interlude mode. 

1 6. The web cam system of claim 1 wherein said interlude switch is a light 

2 sensitive switch configured to toggle between said view mode and said interlude mode. 

1 7. The web cam system of claim 1 wherein said interlude switch is 

2 mounted on a telephone base unit. 

1 8. The web cam system of claim 1 wherein said interlude switch is an 

2 automatic switch configured to toggle between said view mode and said interlude mode in 

3 response to an external event. 

1 9. The web cam system of claim 8 wherein said external event is one of: a 

2 telephone call, a telephone call response, a motion detection signal, a sound level signal, a 

3 doorbell sound, a doorbell, a movement of a door, or a movement of a window. 
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1 10. The web cam system of claim 3 or claim 4 wherein said preselected 

2 images are one of: still images, slide shows, video images, commercials, or images captured 

3 by another web cam system. 

1 11. The web cam system of claim 10 wherein said preselected images are 

2 stored on said computer. 

1 12. The web cam system of claim 10 wherein said preselected images are 

2 stored at a remote site. 

1 13. A communication system, comprising: 

y s 2 a digital camera configured to be connected with a host computer for capturing 

tj 3 an image of a scene, wherein said digital camera is configured to generate image data, and 

O 1 4 wherein said digital camera is configured to provide said image data to said host computer, 

hj 5 said digital camera having an interlude switch, said interlude switch configured to be 

j±J 6 connected with said digital camera, and wherein said interlude switch is configured to be 

1 1 toggled between a view mode and an interlude mode; 

[T 8 a first voice communication system configured to originate outgoing calls; 

y 9 a host computer configured to interface with said voice communication system 

PLO and said digital camera; 

' i 1 a first computer program product comprising: 

12 a computer useable medium having computer readable code embodied therein 

1 3 for causing the interfacing of said digital camera and said voice 

14 communication system with said computer, said computer program product 

15 comprising: 

16 an image capturing computer readable program code portion 

17 configured to cause said computer to effect the capturing of said 

18 image, wherein said image comprises still and video images; 

1 9 an internet interfacing computer readable program code portion 

20 configured to cause said computer to effect the transmittal of said 

21 image data, for incorporation of said image data into a web cam page, 

22 to a web site hosting said web cam page; 
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23 a voice communication system interfacing computer readable program 

24 code portion configured to cause said host computer to interact with 

25 said voice communication system; 

26 a server computer configured to host said web site, said server computer 

27 configured to communicate with said host computer over a network; 

28 a master address book file stored on said server computer, said master address 

29 book file configured to store a listing of matched URL's and caller ID's; 

30 a second voice communication system configured to receive an incoming call; 

31 a client computer configured to interface with said second voice 

32 communication system, wherein said client computer is configured to display a web page; 
i 33 a second computer program product comprising: 

« 34 a computer useable medium having computer readable code embodied therein 

Q 35 for causing the interfacing of said second voice communication system with 

T j?6 said client computer, said computer program product comprising: 

jj37 a voice communication system interfacing computer readable program 

n 38 code portion configured to cause said client computer to interact with 

r39 said second voice communication system; 

UkO an incoming-call detecting computer readable program code portion 

p41 configured to cause said client computer to effect the detection of an 

1 y 42 incoming voice communication call; 

43 a caller ID detecting computer readable program code portion 

44 configured to cause said client computer to effect the detection of an 

45 incoming voice communication call's caller ID; 

46 an internet interfacing computer readable program code portion 

47 configured to cause said client computer to communicate with said 

48 server computer to look up said master address book file to match said 

49 caller ID to said URL; and 

50 a web page displaying computer readable program code portion 

51 configured to cause said client computer to display a web page having 

52 said URL, in response to receiving said incoming call. 

1 14. The communication system of claim 13 wherein said interlude switch 

2 when toggled to said view mode: 
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3 causes said image capturing computer readable program code portion to drive 

4 said digital camera to capture images of a scene; and 

5 causes said internet interfacing computer readable program code portion to 

6 effect the transmittal of said image data, for incorporation of said image data into said web 

7 cam page, to a web site hosting said web cam page. 

1 15. The communication system of claim 13 wherein said interlude switch 

2 is configured to be toggled to said view mode upon the initiation of said outgoing call. 

1 16. The communication system of claim 13 wherein said client computer is 

2 configured to store a local address book file, said local address book file configured to store a 
p3 local listing of matched URL's and caller ID's, and wherein said internet interfacing 

fk computer readable program code portion is further configured to cause said client computer 

0)5 to look up said local address book file to match said caller ID to said URL before, or when a 

hjS match is not found, said internet interfacing computer readable program code portion causes 

27 said client computer to communicate with said server computer to look up said master 

a 8 address book file to match said caller ID to said URL. 

I, jl 17. The communication system of claim 13 wherein said URL corresponds 

jf2 to said web cam page. 

1 1 8. A method of operating a web cam, wherein said web cam is configured 

2 to be toggled between a view and an interlude mode, comprising: 

3 capturing images of a scene, and updating a web cam page when said interlude 

4 switch is in a view mode; 

5 stopping the capturing of images by said web cam when said interlude switch 

6 is in its interlude mode; and 

7 replacing said images with prerecorded images, such that a viewer viewing 

8 said web cam page would see prerecorded images in place of captured images, when said 

9 web cam is operating in its interlude mode, 

1 19. The method of claim 18 wherein said web cam is configured to be 

2 toggled between said view and said interlude mode by a manual operation. 

1 20. The method of claim 18 wherein said web cam is configured to be 

2 toggled between said view and said interlude automatically. 
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